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This brief seeks to provide guidance to Tribes on the federal poverty levels (FPLs) 
applied when determining eligibility for Medicaid and federal financial assistance 
though the Marketplace during the open enrollment period for 2016, and during the 
2016 coverage year. 
 
FPL Levels Applicable to 2015 Coverage Year 
On January 22, 2015, HHS issued the 2015 Federal Poverty Guidelines (2015 FPL).  The 
2015 FPL applies when determining Medicaid eligibility on or after January 22, 2015, until 
HHS issues new guidelines in early 2016.  In contrast, when determining eligibility for 
premium tax credits (PTCs) and cost-sharing reductions (CSRs) through a Marketplace for 
coverage in 2015, including eligibility determinations made during Monthly Special 
Enrollment Periods for Indians and their families conducted throughout the year, the 
2014 Federal Poverty Guidelines (2014 FPL) applies.  Tables comparing the 2014 FPL and 
2015 FPL appear below. 
 
FPL Levels Applicable to 2016 Coverage Year, Including Open Enrollment Period for 2016 
When determining eligibility for PTCs and CSRs through a Marketplace for the 2016 
coverage year, the 2015 FPL will apply throughout the 2016 coverage year, including for 
eligibility determinations made during the open enrollment period for 2016—November 
1, 2015, through January 31, 2015.  For Medicaid eligibility determinations, however, the 
2015 FPL currently apply and will continue to apply until HHS issues the 2016 Federal 
Poverty Guidelines (2016 FPL) in early 2016. After HHS issues the 2016 FPL early next 
year, the 2016 FPL will apply when determining Medicaid eligibility through the 
remainder of 2016. 
 
Shown below in Table A are the figures applicable to the 48 contiguous states and the District of 
Columbia. 
 
Shown below in Table B are the figures applicable to the State of Alaska. 
 

 

1 This brief is for informational purposes only and is not intended as legal advice.  For questions on this brief, please contact Doneg 
McDonough, TSGAC Technical Advisor, at DonegMcD@Outlook.com. 
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Shown below in Table A are the figures applicable to the 48 contiguous states and the District of 
Columbia. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

2014 FPL 2015 FPL

Persons in 
Household

Use with Marketplace (PTC/CSR) Eligibility         
for All of 2015 Coverage Year

Use with Marketplace (PTC/CSR) Eligibility      
for All of 2016 Coverage Year AND                                    
Use with Medicaid Eligibility as of 
January 22, 2015, into Early 2016

1 $11,670 $11,770 $100 0.9%

2 $15,730 $15,930 $200 1.3%

3 $19,790 $20,090 $300 1.5%

4 $23,850 $24,250 $400 1.7%

5 $27,910 $28,410 $500 1.8%

6 $31,970 $32,570 $600 1.9%

7 $36,030 $36,730 $700 1.9%

8 $40,090 $40,890 $800 2.0%
Each Additional $4,060 $4,160 $100 2.5%

48 Contiguous States and the District of Columbia

Change  
(2014 to 

2015)

% Change 
(2014 to 

2015)

Source (2015 FPL):  HHS/ASPE (Office of the Assistance Secretary for Planning and Evaluation) http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/15poverty.cfm
Source (2014 FPL):  HHS/ASPE (Office of the Assistance Secretary for Planning and Evaluation) http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/14poverty.cfm

48 Contiguous States and the District of Columbia

TABLE A:  HHS Poverty Guidelines for Use in Calendar Year 2015

Persons in 
Household

100% 138% 250% 300% 400%

1 $11,770 $16,243 $29,425 $35,310 $47,080
2 $15,930 $21,983 $39,825 $47,790 $63,720
3 $20,090 $27,724 $50,225 $60,270 $80,360
4 $24,250 $33,465 $60,625 $72,750 $97,000
5 $28,410 $39,206 $71,025 $85,230 $113,640
6 $32,570 $44,947 $81,425 $97,710 $130,280
7 $36,730 $50,687 $91,825 $110,190 $146,920
8 $40,890 $56,428 $102,225 $122,670 $163,560

2015 FPL Level (Effective for All of the 2016 Coverage Year)
48 Contiguous States and the District of Columbia

TABLE A.1:  2015 FPL for Use with Marketplace (PTC/CSR) Eligibility Determinations 
for 2016 Coverage Year

Persons in 
Household

100% 138% 250% 300% 400%

1 $11,770 $16,243 $29,425 $35,310 $47,080
2 $15,930 $21,983 $39,825 $47,790 $63,720
3 $20,090 $27,724 $50,225 $60,270 $80,360
4 $24,250 $33,465 $60,625 $72,750 $97,000
5 $28,410 $39,206 $71,025 $85,230 $113,640
6 $32,570 $44,947 $81,425 $97,710 $130,280
7 $36,730 $50,687 $91,825 $110,190 $146,920
8 $40,890 $56,428 $102,225 $122,670 $163,560

2015 FPL Level (Effective January 22, 2015, Until New Guidelines Issued in Early 2016)

TABLE A.2:  2015 FPL for Use with Medicaid Eligibility Determinations in 2015 & Early 2016
48 Contiguous States and the District of Columbia
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Shown below in Table B are the figures applicable to the State of Alaska. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

2014 FPL 2015 FPL

Persons in 
Household

Use with Marketplace (PTC/CSR) Eligibility         
for All of 2015 Coverage Year

Use with Marketplace (PTC/CSR) Eligibility      
for All of 2016 Coverage Year AND                                    
Use with Medicaid Eligibility as of 
January 22, 2015, into Early 2016

1 14,580 $14,720 $140 1.0%

2 19,660 $19,920 $260 1.3%

3 24,740 $25,120 $380 1.5%

4 29,820 $30,320 $500 1.7%

5 34,900 $35,520 $620 1.8%

6 39,980 $40,720 $740 1.9%

7 45,060 $45,920 $860 1.9%

8 50,140 $51,120 $980 2.0%
Each Additional $5,080 $5,200 $120 2.4%

State of Alaska
TABLE B:  HHS Poverty Guidelines for Use in Calendar Year 2015

State of Alaska

Change  
(2014 to 

2015)

% Change 
(2014 to 

2015)

Source (2014 FPL):  HHS/ASPE (Office of the Assistance Secretary for Planning and Evaluation) http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/14poverty.cfm

Source (2015 FPL):  HHS/ASPE (Office of the Assistance Secretary for Planning and Evaluation) http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/15poverty.cfm

Persons in 
Household

100% 138% 250% 300% 400%

1 $14,720 $20,314 $36,800 $44,160 $58,880
2 $19,920 $27,490 $49,800 $59,760 $79,680
3 $25,120 $34,666 $62,800 $75,360 $100,480
4 $30,320 $41,842 $75,800 $90,960 $121,280
5 $35,520 $49,018 $88,800 $106,560 $142,080
6 $40,720 $56,194 $101,800 $122,160 $162,880
7 $45,920 $63,370 $114,800 $137,760 $183,680
8 $51,120 $70,546 $127,800 $153,360 $204,480

TABLE B.1:  2015 FPL for Use with Marketplace (PTC/CSR) Eligibility Determinations 
for 2016 Coverage Year

State of Alaska
2015 FPL Level (Effective for All of the 2016 Coverage Year)

Persons in 
Household

100% 138% 250% 300% 400%

1 $14,720 $20,314 $36,800 $44,160 $58,880
2 $19,920 $27,490 $49,800 $59,760 $79,680
3 $25,120 $34,666 $62,800 $75,360 $100,480
4 $30,320 $41,842 $75,800 $90,960 $121,280
5 $35,520 $49,018 $88,800 $106,560 $142,080
6 $40,720 $56,194 $101,800 $122,160 $162,880
7 $45,920 $63,370 $114,800 $137,760 $183,680
8 $51,120 $70,546 $127,800 $153,360 $204,480

2015 FPL Level (Effective January 22, 2015, Until New Guidelines Issued in Early 2016)

TABLE B.2:  2015 FPL for Use with Medicaid Eligibility Determinations in 2015 & Early 2016
State of Alaska
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